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GIBRALTAR IS ONE OF MY FAVOURITE 

TOURNAMENTS SAYS NAKAMURA  

 

 

Hikaru Nakamura the 2015 Gibraltar Champion – twice winner of this tournament having also won in 2009 
– says the Tradewise Gibraltar International Chess Festival is one of his favourite tournaments. This is the 
sixth occasion he is participating in the Masters. 

The World No. 6 and US No.1, recognises Gibraltar as a great tournament overall and with several of his 
friends also participating in the 2016 event he feels it speaks volume about the work undertaken by the 
organisers to publicise the festival around the world.  



With two wins so far in 2016 over the two days,  as he entered the third round today, he is hopeful he can 
win again this year. But most of all over the ten days of competition he is looking forward to simply playing 
good chess.  

 “It is really good to be back in Gibraltar,” he says. 
 

“Gibraltar is a great tournament with a range of events for all levels- beginners, strong amateurs and 
professionals. Right across the board, there is something for everyone and that is why this tournament is 
so popular and why people keep coming back every year.” 

He points to the Rock’s great location and the home of chess in Gibraltar, the Caleta Hotel, as being two of 
the reasons for its huge success.  

“The Caleta is great and the whole atmosphere surrounding the tournament. If you're in the lounge or bar 
area there are always people playing, looking at chess on the big screens, and there is always a great 
atmosphere.” 

The approach of an open tournament such as Tradewise is different to other tournaments he 
acknowledges.  

“You don't approach an open tournament in the same way as other events. It is all about winning.”  

And he adds: “In order to win you have to take risks so these are differences and in an open event you tend 
to take more risks. In closed tournaments it is more about playing solid chess and not losing games. The 
real difference is knowing when to take risks and how to avoid taking risks that are too big, and losing too 
many games." 
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Steve Connor, Webmaster.  

  

 
All 2016 Tradewise Festival reports are also on our Facebook page. Follow us 

on Twitter @GibraltarChess #GibChess or @Stuthefox with TD Stuart 

Conquest.  
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